How to Write an Artist’s Statement
In written statements artists tell audiences 
about themselves and/or the artworks they make.
If you have already written reflectively about your work, you can update, combine and/or refine your reflective writings and use them as statements in the exhibitions.  Or you can write something totally new!
	STEP
	WHAT TO DO…
	DATE COMPLETED
	HELPER’S NAMES & PHONE #s

	1
	Look up and read some artists’ statements.
	Tell us the “stories” behind you and/or your art….  

the source of your idea(s)…  

a concept / style you try to infuse into your work…

	2
	Write a 1st draft.
	

	3
	Read the 1st draft aloud.
	_____/_____/_____

Month      Day      Year
	Name(s) of Helper 


	4
	Mark changes and write a 2nd draft.
	Does your statement sound too much like “an assignment?” (  Does it need more plain language?  

	5
	Have someone you are comfortable with read your 2nd draft out loud to you.
	_____/_____/_____

Month      Day      Year
	Name(s) of Helper 



	6
	Mark changes and write a 3rd draft.
	Does your statement sounding genuine?  
Do you come through?

	7
	Have someone whose

criticism you accept or respect read the 3rd draft aloud to you.
	_____/_____/_____

Month      Day      Year
	Name(s) of Helper 



	8
	Mark changes and write a 4th draft.
	Is your statement easy to read and free of stumbling blocks?  Get rid of passive voice and really wordy sentences.

	9
	Have people who are good at catching mechanical errors and revising, read it to you.
	_____/_____/_____

Month      Day      Year
	Name(s) of Helper 



	10
	Mark changes and type a 1-page FINAL draft.
	BEFORE EXHIBITION DAY
	TIPS for a better statement:
     Keep it to a page or less.

	Have your final draft at school printed, protected and ready to display at the exhibition.
	BEFORE EXHIBITION DAY
	     Use legible fonts & spacing.

     Don’t put yourself down.
Admitting failure is fine, but don’t insult yourself.

	Display your statement with your art and tags.
	ON     EXHIBITION DAY
	     Don’t say how much time it 
        took you to make it.  When the evidence is there, the work speaks for itself and people can see it for themselves.  If you state how much

	Add a copy of the final draft to your 4Ps (or other) portfolio.
	AFTER     EXHIBITION DAY
	time you spent, you risk being perceived as a complainer, a liar, or lacking an accurate sense of time.


